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   Intercity Bus Capital/Operating Assistance Requests
   Applicants for intercity bus funding are advised to consult the IDOT 5310/5311 Grant Management Manual and FTA Circular 9040.1G, Chapter VIII for further guidance on this section.
   ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.  The definition of a sub-recipient in Section 5311(a)(2) includes an operator of intercity bus service that receives Federal transit program grant funds through a State or Indian tribe that is a direct recipient. In some instances, certain intercity bus providers may be unwilling or unable to accept the terms and conditions the State applies to sub-recipients and may prefer to maintain a contractual relationship, in order to isolate the remainder of their operations from Federal requirements related to a grant. The State may use either mechanism to provide assistance to private operators for intercity bus service. In either case, the State should use a merit-based selection process to ensure that the private operator is qualified, will provide eligible service, can comply with Federal and State requirements, and is the best, or only, provider available to offer service at a fair and reasonable cost.
   ELIGIBLE SERVICES AND SERVICE AREAS. For the purpose of this provision, FTA defines intercity bus service as regularly scheduled bus service for the general public that operates with limited stops over fixed routes connecting two or more urban areas not in close proximity, that has the capacity for transporting baggage carried by passengers, and that makes meaningful connections with scheduled intercity bus service to more distant points, if such service is available. (Urban area is defined very broadly in 49 U.S.C. 5302(a)(16) as "an area that includes a municipality or other built-up place that...is appropriate for a local public transportation system to serve individuals in the locality.") Schedule information for intercity service is typically maintained in the Official Bus Guide (Russell's Guide).
   Connection to the national network of intercity bus service is an important goal of Section 5311(f) and services funded must make meaningful connections wherever feasible. Intercity bus projects may include package express service, if it is incidental to passenger transportation. The definition of intercity bus does not include commuter service (service designed primarily to provide daily work trips within the local commuting area). Intercity service is not limited by the size of the vehicle used or by the identity of the carrier. Intercity bus does not include air, water, and rail service. While much of the public transportation service assisted under Section 5311 covers large distances because of the nature of the areas served, not all long distance trips are included in the definition of intercity service. For example, service, which provides extensive circulation within a region (in contrast to regular but infrequent service from limited points in the community of origin to limited points in the destination community), is not considered intercity service, although it may be an eligible public transportation service. Similarly, service that only incidentally stops at an intercity bus facility among other destinations within the city at either end of a route that covers a long distance, without regard to scheduled connections, is eligible for Section 5311 assistance as public transportation, but is not an intercity feeder service. Likewise, commuter service is excluded because it is considered a local public transportation service, eligible for assistance under Section 5311 but not counting toward the required percentage for Section 5311(f). 
   ELIGIBLE ASSISTANCE. Assistance under Section 5311(f) must support intercity bus service in rural areas. Section 5311(f) specifies eligible intercity bus activities to include "planning and marketing for intercity bus transportation, capital grants for intercity bus shelters, joint-use stops and depots, operating grants through purchase-of-service agreements, user-side subsidies and demonstration projects, and coordination of rural connections between small public transportation operations and intercity bus carriers." This listing does not preclude other capital and operating projects for the support of rural intercity bus service. For example, the State may provide operating assistance to a public or private non-profit organization for the direct operation of intercity service after appropriate consideration of participation by private for-profit service providers. Capital assistance may be provided to purchase vehicles or vehicle related equipment such as wheelchair lifts for use in intercity service. Charter and tour services are not eligible for FTA assistance. See 49 CFR part 604.
   FTA encourages the participation of private public transportation companies to the maximum extent feasible in this and other FTA programs. Among the various types of projects in which private intercity bus operators may wish to participate are improvements to existing intercity terminal facilities for rural passengers, modifications to transit facilities to facilitate shared use by intercity bus and rural transit operators, operating assistance to support specific intercity route segments, and applications of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) technology for coordinated information and scheduling.
   Section 3004 of SAFETEA -LU expanded the definitions of a capital project to include the "construction, renovation, and improvement of intercity bus and intercity rail stations and terminals." Further, SAFETEA -LU exempted intercity bus stations and terminals from the prohibition against "commercial revenue-producing facilities." The result of these changes is that FTA funds can now be used for all aspects of intercity bus and rail facilities in facilities (such as intermodal terminals) which meet the criteria in Section 5302(a)(1)(G) for joint development projects. Final guidance for joint development projects was published in the Federal Register on February 7, 2007. (72 FR 5788).
   FEEDER SERVICE. The "coordination of rural connections between small transit operations and intercity bus carriers" may include the provision of service that acts as a feeder to intercity bus service, and which makes meaningful connections with scheduled intercity bus service to more distant points. The feeder service is not required to have the same characteristics as the intercity service is by definition fixed route. Examples of eligible costs include marketing and extended hours of service in order to connect with scheduled intercity service. Where feasible, intercity bus feeder service may also provide access to intercity connections with rail or air service. Rural transit providers operating feeder service with destinations across state lines are required to comply with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMSCA) regulations. Interstate feeder service may also trigger compliance with FMCSA regulations if inter-lining is involved (issuing a single ticket for the feeder service and the trip provided by an interstate carrier) Section 5311(f) funds may be used for expenses incurred by a public transit operator as a result of FMCSA requirements triggered by the provision of feeder services. 
A.         Project Description/Operating
   The Intercity bus service operator must be qualified, be able to provide eligible service, must comply with Federal and State requirements, and is the best, or only provider available to offer service at a fair and reasonable cost. 
Intercity bus operator for (select all that apply):
B.         Eligible Intercity Bus Services and Service Areas
   Review the following list of characteristics of intercity bus service and select all that apply to the services being applied for in this application:
   Attach printed schedules and maps as well as information regarding the intercity bus service to which your service connects.
C.         Eligible Intercity Bus Feeder Services
   Review the following list of characteristics of intercity bus feeder service and select all that apply to the services being applied for in this application:
   Attach printed schedules and maps as well as information regarding the intercity bus service. Describe how the service meets the characteristics of a feeder service.
D.         Interstate Intercity Bus
   Some intercity services funded under Section 5311(f) may be subjected to Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) regulations. Review the following characteristics of intercity bus service that may subject the service to FMCSA oversight. 
E.         Interstate Bus Capital
   Please note that additional applications and follow-up with the Department's CVP section will be required. This section is to gauge interest and assist the Department in programming of ICB funding)
Indicate the rolling stock capital requested in this application.
H.   Proposed Intercity Bus Project Operating Assistance Budget
Existing 5311 project must use the following budget format for Proposed Intercity Bus Operating Assistance requests. IDOT has adopted an allocation method to determine the allocated share of transit administrative and operations expenses associated with the proposed intercity service. The allocation base is total vehicle miles. Complete the cells with red borders; all other values will be automatically calculated.
No.
Budget Element
Mileage
A.
Total Section 5311 Project Bus Mileage
B.
Projected Total Intercity Bus Program Mileage
C.
Percentage Intercity Bus (B divided by A - Automatically Calculated)
Total
Regular (Non-Intercity) Project Costs
No.
Header
Total (1)
Federal (2)
Local (3)
Total (4)	
Federal (5)
Local (6)
D.
Net Cost of Operations
E.
Administration
F.
Total Project Costs
Total
Intercity Project Costs
No.
Header
Total (1)
Federal (2)
Local (3)
Total (4)	
Federal (5)
Local (6)
G.
Net Cost of Operations
H.
Administration
I.
Total Project Costs
No.
Budget Element
Amount
J.
Total Intercity Bus Project (14)
K.
Federal Share of Intercity Bus Project (15)
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